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A Weekly Newsletter from the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

This Week in the Church:  December 19 - 25 
Dec 23 Worship (8:45am) Dec 23 Caroling (2:00pm) 

 Sunday School (9:50am)  Sanctuary Choir (5:30pm) 

 Worship (11:00am) Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service (6:00pm)  

  Dec 25 Christmas Day  

I have spoken about the generosity of this church several times. I am never surprised by this congregation’s 

willingness to give, but I certainly am in awe of it. Over the last month or so, we have collected many      

different items and funds for the residents of the Winona and some of those who are trying to transition 

out of the Winona. Yesterday, our mission committee carried dinner to the residents. With that, they were 

also able to carry over $1,000 worth of gift cards to share with the residents. We were able to take them 

all a gift of toiletries. The residents are always thankful for our generosity. There are 2 families that have 

moved out of the Winona within the last month. Both of these families have several small children. We have 

been able to provide those children with Christmas gifts that they would not have received otherwise. We 

have been able to help provide some furniture for one of those families at their new residence and we have 

even been able to help a little with a family’s rent as they try to improve living conditions for their family. All 

of this is possible because of your generosity. I thank you for sharing with others and helping people you 

may never meet have a special and memorable Christmas. 

Stewardship Report - December 16, 2018 
 

Sunday School - 102 
8:45am Worship - 112 
11:00am - 104 
Total in Worship - 216 
 

This week we received $100 for the Orlando mission trip and $20 for assistance. 

Commitments - $5,220.00 
Undesignated Giving - $1,178.50 
Other - $120.00 
Total Offering - $6,398.50 

              CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
This year’s Christmas Caroling event will take place Sunday afternoon (the 23rd) at 2:00. We 

will meet at the Family Life Center to go caroling. Carolers are invited to stay for chili, soup 

and fellowship afterwards - please bring your favorite Christmas drinks and snacks to share! 

Keep in mind - you don’t have to be able to sing - just have a joyful Christmas heart and a 

smile. If you have suggestions for who we might carol to, call the church office or call/text 

Jane Anne Gotcher at 260-9372. 
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Worship Assistance 
 

Please prayerfully consider helping the church to provide a valuable worship experience for 

everyone. We need people to serve as liturgists during morning worship. You will be asked to 

read liturgy and to say one prayer. A signup sheet is on the narthex table. 
 

We also need people who have some experience with PowerPoint to help the church run  

video for morning worship. Please let Christian know if you are willing to assist. 

GREETERS NEEDED 

We have a tradition of stationing Greeters in the narthex during the Sunday School 

hour. If you are interested in helping us out by being a greeter, see or call Sandra in 

the church office. You would be needed once a month or so. Thanks! 

Volunteers this Week 
 

Acolytes - 8:45  Emily Hudson 11:00 - Vance Gotcher 
Nursery -  8:45  Hayden Verble 11:00 - Carroll & Jane Anne Gotcher 
Greeters -   Tom Kelly  
Sound System - Mike Davidson, Mark McKinley Service Elders - Steve Boots, Cindy Putz 

                                               SUNDAY IN WORSHIP 
Sunday, December 23rd, will be the fourth Sunday of Advent. The chancel color is purple. We will be singing 

Christmas carols and sharing their history. We will also have the opportunity to baptize 2 infants. Please plan 

to join us in worshipping God. 

GRIEF SHARE CLASSES 
One of our current ministries is our Grief Support Group. Someone special to us dies and we are left with a big 
empty space in our hearts and lives. This group is comprised of people who have walked where you are       
walking, who are compassionate and understand many of the feelings you are experiencing. Grief Support will 
walk with you on the long path to recovery. You will find a warm and caring environment, an oasis as you 
continue grieving. Meetings are open to anyone, not just church members. We would love to have you join us 
and you might even find a muffin and some coffee. There is more information available on the narthex table 
and if you have questions, feel free to call 931.252.5077 or 502.777.0685. Let’s not keep this ministry a secret. 
Spread the word to those who might benefit from being a part of this group. 

The church’s annual Christmas Eve Service features nine  lessons and carols and includes     

a time of open communion. It concludes with the sharing of candlelight while singing the         

ageless carol Silent Night. The service begins at 6:00 p.m.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

We offer our thanks to our Sanctuary Choir for sharing the Christmas Cantata this 
week. Several people shared their praise for how good and meaningful it was. We 
also thank Jim Putz and Ross King for volunteering to help us with the PowerPoint 
during the services. 
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Family Advent Resources 
Be sure and stop by the Advent table in the narthex to check out ways to make this season meaningful. You 

will find an advent book that is geared toward families gathering once a week to think about the season a   

daily advent calendar that leads you through thoughts and actions reflective upon the season of waiting.    Fi-
nally, you will find a colorable ornament set that challenges you to think about how you can create and share. 

Pick one or all three up today! 

This past Sunday’s altar flowers were placed to the glory of God in celebration of 
45 wonderful years with my loving husband, Phillip, from Belinda Wynne. The 
large altar poinsettia is donated by the Phillips family in memory of Harvey, 
Mildred, James Harvey, and Mike Phillips. 

MISSION NEWS 
 

 Our church has become a           collection point for the Jammin’ 

at HIPPIE JACK’S program.       Hippie Jack’s delivers food to the 

poorest regions of the Upper Cumberland. You will hear    

public service announce- ments on the radio. Donations 

will be accepted from the community Tuesday through   

Friday of each week at the church. Let your friends and co-

workers know. 
 

 We are still collecting QUARTERS. The quarters are being used to make laundry packs to pro-

vide those in need with detergent and quarters to do a load of laundry at a laundromat. We 

have made and distributed about 100 of these in the last six months. 
 

 Twisted Stitcher's goal is to have a couple of finished and tagged PRAYER SHAWLS on the 

desk in the session room at all times. Please help our ministry by getting them to anyone who 

could benefit from prayers and the love of Christ. If you would, indicate on the list who the 

blanket went to and help us cover everyone. Thank you. 

2019 Commitment Cards 
We want to thank all of you who have turned in your 2019 Commitment Cards. If you have not yet returned 

your commitment card, please do so soon. By turning in your card, we know to keep a record of your giving. 

More importantly, by turning in your card, you make a pledge to help this church continue its ministry of     

service to others. 

  

 Sunday, December 23 Christmas Caroling & Fellowship (2pm in FLC) 
 

 Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (6pm) 
 

 Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day (office closed) 



 

 

 

Ken Smith (Bill Byer’s brother-in-law) 

Zach Fowler and Jenni Steel 

Jessica Rector Clark (surgery) 

Jerry Robbins 

Sue Myracle (home) 

Ginny Liebsch  

Bob Hill (surgery) 

Wayne Shanks (knee replacement) 

Wilma Diemer (hip replacement) 

Pat Brumfield (eyesight failing) 

Joan Errick 

Bob Pasternack (lung disease) 

Ethan Morgan 

Levi Rector 

Jackie Van der Cook  

Robert Buck (James Maggart’s uncle - broken hip)

Johnny Dunn (Evon Maggart’s brother - COPD) 

 

 

 

Walter Plyter (Assisted Living) 

Cindy Furcean  

Clay Vanhooser  

Devonia McGee  

Jeremy Germinis (cancer)  

Randy Marshall (bone cancer - son-in-law of Joy Rachor) 

Byron Fournet (cancer ) 

Nancy Dixon (pancreatic cancer) 

Melissa Daniel Crannigan (cancer) 

Max Atnip (cancer) 

Mel Brown (cancer) 

Steven Middleton (cancer) 

Bob Fowler (Signature) 

Anne McDonald, Phyllis Julian and Rita Pickard, Charlene             

                   Huddleston  (Cedar Hills) 

Unnamed prayer requests                          

Those in the military and their families 

Prayer Requests . . . 
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One-Service Sunday 
Sunday, the 30th of December, will be a One-Service Sunday. It is the 5th Sunday in the month and when a 5th 

Sunday occurs, we have Sunday School at 9:00am and Worship at 10:00am. Due to the holidays, we will not 

be having lunch. Please come join us for Sunday and School and Worship! 


