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A Weekly Newsletter from the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

This Week in the Church:  February 13 - 19 
Feb 13 Connection Meal (5:15pm) Feb 17 Sunday School (9:50am) 

 Twisted Stitchers (6:00pm)  Worship (11:00am) 

 Children/Youth (6:00pm)  Sanctuary Choir (5:30pm) 

 Adult Classes (6:15pm)   

Feb 14 Friendship Class Party (10:00am) Feb 19 Community Assistance (1-3pm) 

Feb 17 Worship (8:45am)  

Tonight, during the class that I teach for Wednesday Connection, we will continue our study about 

some of the most misunderstood and abused passages of the Bible. Tonight, we will discuss one of the 

most highly debated subjects of this generation for the church. We will be looking at the passages of 

scripture that are used in the debate over homosexuality in the church. Every time that I have            

announced that this subject will be discussed, I have tried to make sure that people understand that we 

will be discussing the issue and not debating the issue. One of the ways that I think we, as the church, 

abuse scripture is through the idea that we have decided what the scriptures mean. While there are  

fundamental truths that we hold dear, I hope that none of us will ever be at the point where we do not 

allow the Spirit to speak to us through this wonderful collection of inspired writings. I hope none of us 

will ever be at the point where we are “right” about scripture and that others are “wrong.” At that 

point, discussions of scripture do nothing but breed contempt and separation in the church. I want us to 

know the viewpoints. I want us to know what is happening in our denomination and our community. 

Most importantly, I want us to leave tonight and every night loving each other and devoted to doing   

ministry together for the betterment of humankind. 

Stewardship Report - February 10, 2019 
 

Sunday School - 99 
8:45am Worship - 114 
11:00am - 91 
Total in Worship - 205 
 

This week we received $200.00 for flowers, $50 for assistance, $252 from Connection, and $260 from Weight 
Watchers for building use. 

Commitments - $8,285.00 
Undesignated Giving - $854.11 
Other - $762.00 
Total Offering - $9,901.11 

Statements of Giving Ready 
If you asked Lee Webb to keep a record of your giving for 2018, those statements are ready to be picked up 

on the narthex table. If you have questions, see or call Sandra in the church office. 
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                                               SUNDAY IN WORSHIP 
Sunday, February 17th, will be the 6th Sunday after Epiphany. The chancel color is green. Our scripture will 

be John 14:1-14. Rev. Mary McCaskey-Benedict will deliver the sermon for Sunday entitled, “Christ There’s a 

Place for Us.” Please plan to join us in worshipping God. 

We offer our thanks to the Hallelujah Handbells for leading us in special music this 
week.  We thank Tracy Sparks for serving as liturgist. We also thank Cosby King 
and David Huddleston for volunteering to help us with the PowerPoint during the 
services. 

Food for PSA Bible Study 
February is one of our church's months to provide meals for the PSA Bible Study on Tuesday nights. 
There is a signup sheet in the narthex if you would like to provide part or all of a meal for these        
students any week during February. We also need people to sign up to help deliver these meals.  

                 JOY Club 
Members of the JOY Club! You are invited to join us for brunch and fellowship in the Family 
Life Center on February 28 from 10:00am-1:00pm. On the menu: fruit, quiche, hashbrown  
casserole, sausage and cinnamon rolls. We will go over the 2019 Calendar. The cost is $10 and 
a sign up sheet is available on the narthex table. All are welcome, regardless of age! 

A Request from Lee Webb, Depositing Treasurer 
The last week in January, my computer crashed (it’s since been replaced). All the stewardship files through 

the 3rd Sunday in January were backed up, however, without thinking I deposited the checks that were placed 

in the offering the last week in January (27th) without first making a list of them to enter into the file once I 
replaced my computer. If you requested to have a record of your contributions by submitting a commitment 

card and wrote a check for the January 27th offering, please inform me of the amount, so I can properly  

credit your account. I may be reached by phone/text are 260-5239 or email at webbfamily@frontiernet.net. I 

sincerely apologize for my oversight and any inconvenience it might cause. Thank you! 

Faith’s Closet 
Soul Sisters is sponsoring a clothing drive for Prescott Middle School Clothes Closet. If you would like to 

contribute, please place in your donations in the box in the Fellowship Hall. The following items are needed: 
 

Deodorant Girl’s underwear size 12-16 Women’s underwear size S-XXL  

Socks Boy’s underwear size 12-16 Men’s underwear size S-XXL  

Gym shorts size S-XXL 
 

Thanks for your help! 

Volunteers this Week 
 

Acolytes - 8:45  Cosby King 11:00 - Aiden Hammonds 
Nursery - 8:45  Steve & Cynthia Bryant 11:00 - Bill Byers 
Greeter - 8:45  Tom Kelly  
Sound System - Mike Davidson, Mark McKinley Service Elders - Carroll Gotcher & Bob Myracle 
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CHURCH MISSION NEWS 
 

Our church is a collection point for the Jammin’ at HIPPIE JACK’S      
program. Hippie Jack’s delivers food to the poorest regions of the Upper 
Cumberland. Donations will be accepted from the community Tuesday 
through Friday of each week at the church. Let your friends and co-
workers know. 
 

We are collecting QUARTERS for use in making laundry packs to provide those in need with de-
tergent and quarters to do a load of laundry at a laundromat. We have made and distributed 
about 100 of these in the last six months. 
 

Twisted Stitcher's goal is to have a couple of finished and tagged PRAYER SHAWLS on the desk 
in the session room at all times. Please help our ministry by getting them to anyone who could 
benefit from prayers and the love of Christ. Please indicate on the list who the blanket went to and 
help us cover everyone. Thank you. 

Connection Activities 
Connection offers our congregation and visitors an array of activities on Wednesday         
evenings. We start with dinner at 5:15pm and this evening’s meal will include salad with 
ranch dressing, baked ziti, green beans, garlic breadsticks and dessert. We do ask that you 
make a reservation by 10am on Tuesday so that we may prepare for the appropriate         
number of guests. Cost for the meal is $4/adult and $3/youth & children. No family pays 
more than $12 for the meal. 
 

Following the meal is an opportunity for knitters called the Twisted Stitchers; they will meet at 6 in the       
Session Room. Youth and children will meet at 6 as well, and all adults are encouraged to attend one of two 
adult studies at 6:15. Christian will lead a study to include a discussion focusing on some of the difficult and 
misused passages of scripture. Topics such as biblical support of slavery and prostitution will be discussed, as 
well as how organizations such as the KKK use scripture to support their cause. Leanne will lead a study on 
becoming loved in a world full of setbacks and difficult people based on the book Everybody, Always by Bob 
Goff. During this study we will share stories and struggles with the hope of creating a life where all people 
experience the love of Christ through us.  

Unity in the Community IV: The POWER of Music 
Join the Mastersingers, Cookeville Children’s Chorus, TTU Chorale and Concert Choir for a 

concert on February 24, 2019 at 3pm in TTU’s Wattenbarger Auditorium on Tech’s campus. 

The focus of the program will be the effects music has on not only the everyday person,         

but especially those that suffer from diseases like Alzheimer's. Tickets are available at                  

mastersingersinc.com and at the door.  



There are still a few openings in the 2019 Flower Calendar posted in the narthex. Please write 

your name in the appropriate space if you would like to provide flowers for the altar at some 

point in the year. Linda Welch will contact you the week during which you are donating flowers 

to get your dedication and a description of the type of flowers you would like. The cost of   

flowers is $50.00. You may drop a check by the church office or place it in the offering plate on 

 

 

 

Cindy Bilbrey (Jerry Samon’s  sister - cancer) 

The family of Ervin Greenwell 

                                     (Sandy Byrne’s father) 

The family of Mary Allene Bohannon 

          (Freeman Smith’s sister) 

Jerry Martin Huddleston (Tim’s brother) 

Dave Coffey (cancer) 

Don Shockley (Signature Healthcare) 

Betty Benedict (eye problems) 

Brenda Savage (friend of Liz Fournet) 

Ella Haynes (testing) 

Charles McCaskey 

Joyce Greenwell (Sandy Byrne’s mother) 

Lynn Dunham (broken ankle - rehab) 

Frankie Dickerson (broken shoulder) 

Leo DePriest 

Ken Smith (Bill Byer’s brother-in-law) 

Zach Fowler and Jenni Steel 

Jessica Rector Clark (surgery) 

Jerry Robbins (tests) 

Sue Myracle (home) 

Ginny Liebsch  

Bob Hill (surgery) 

Wilma Diemer (hip replacement) 

 

 

 

Pat Brumfield (eyesight failing) 

Joan Errick 

Levi Rector 

Ethan Morgan 

Jackie Van der Cook  

Robert Buck (James Maggart’s uncle - broken hip) 

Johnny Dunn (Evon Maggart’s brother - COPD) 

Walter Plyter (Assisted Living) 

Cindy Furcean  

Clay Vanhooser  

Devonia McGee  

Jeremy Germinis (cancer)  

Randy Marshall (bone cancer - son-in-law of Joy Rachor) 

Byron Fournet (cancer ) 

Nancy Dixon (pancreatic cancer) 

Melissa Daniel Crannigan (cancer) 

Max Atnip (cancer) 

Mel Brown (cancer) 

Steven Middleton (cancer) 

Bob Fowler (Signature) 

Anne McDonald, Phyllis Julian and Rita Pickard, Charlene             

                   Huddleston  (Cedar Hills) 

Unnamed prayer requests                          

Those in the military and their families 

Prayer Requests . . . 
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Sunday’s altar flowers were placed to the glory of God in celebration of Tina 
Thurman’s 67th birthday from her loving sons, Blake and Parker, and her husband, 
Ron. 


