Mid-Week Manna

A Weekly Newsletter from the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Wednesday,
April 13, 2022

From Your Minister - Christian Smith

I almost did it. I sat to write this message during Holy Week, and I almost started celebrating Easter. I look
forward to gathering on Sunday with one of our largest crowds of the year. I look forward to singing “Christ
the Lord Is Risen Today.” I look forward to proclaiming, “Christ is risen” and hearing you respond, “Christ is
risen, indeed.” While I am excited for the arrival of Easter in a few days, it is not here yet.
There are some church traditions that have a practice called, “Burying the Alleluia.” They will not sing
“alleluia,” “hallelujah,” or “gloria” during Lent. It is a way of remembering the sacrifice of the season and also
helps us anticipate the arrival of Easter and the celebration of its arrival. The season of Lent and the burying
of the “alleluias” reminds us that we are on a spiritual journey, and we have not reached the culmination and
the moment of celebration yet. We need to remember that our relationship with Christ is a journey. Like
Christ, we are called to embark on a journey of love and service and sacrifice. It is a journey that will have
pains and disappointments. Yet, our relationship with Christ is a journey which will always end in “Alleluia.”

I would have a hard time burying the alleluias for a day, let alone for a season. But, as we conclude this Holy
Week and live in the shadow of the cross, let’s remember that the moments of darkness are an important
part of Christ’s story. They are a part of our story. Finally, they are also moments that will help us to have a
more meaningful time of celebration when we gather on Easter to shout “alleluia.”

Holy Week Activities
During the course of this week, we will offer several opportunities for you to
worship and be better prepared to celebrate the awesome victory of Easter. Today
through Friday at NOON, Christian and Caleb will have a short time of scripture,
devotional, and prayer on the church’s Facebook page. If you cannot watch the
devotion live, it remains available throughout the week.
On Thursday, April 14th, we will gather at 7:00pm for our Maundy Thursday Communion Service. You are
encouraged to join us as we remember the last teachings and the betrayal of our Messiah.
On Friday, April 15th, we will gather at 7:00pm for our Good Friday Tenebrae Service. This service of
darkness will remind us of the sins that led Christ to the Cross and the part that we played in the crucifixion
of our Messiah.

Sunday Worship Information
th

Sunday, April 17 , will be Easter Sunday. The chancel color is white. The scripture for the sermon is Luke
24:1-12. We hope that you will plan to join us at 8:45am or 11am as we worship God and celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord.
First Cumberland Presbyterian Church
565 E. 10th Street - Cookeville, TN 38501

931-526-6585
www.cookevillecpchurch.org
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Easter Egg Hunt & Luncheon
We will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt on THIS Saturday, April 16th, from 10am to
1pm. Children of all ages are invited to participate in our egg-hunting competition, which
will begin at 10:15. Pre-school children and below will have a hunting location of their
own; the large playground will serve as the main hunting location for older kids (K-5).
Following the hunt, children are invited to count their eggs for a chance to win a prize.
Hard-boiled eggs will be available for dyeing in the Family Life Center pavilion with lunch
to follow at 11:30am. If you would like to bring a covered dish or dessert, or if you can help pack eggs with
candy, please contact Caleb at caleb@cookevillecpchurch.org or call the church office.

April 13-15
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17
May 15

Noon Devotion on Facebook
7pm - Maundy Thursday service
7pm - Good Friday service
Easter Egg Hunt/Party
Easter Sunday
Church Cookout and Silent Auction

Baby Shower

You are invited to attend a baby shower in honor of Ashlynn Mathieson on Saturday,
April 30th, at 1pm in the Family Life Center. Ashlynn is registered at WalMart. Please
plan to stop by!

Seeking Church Volunteers

As we try to get back to some normalcy and the full ministry of the church, we need more people to share
their knowledge, talents, and time with the church. This survey offers you the chance to share with us how
you would like to serve and help us to better worship and serve together. We are asking you to follow this
link (https://forms.gle/ryVjDiGQLRLcGVXi9) and discover several ways that you can serve the church.

Food to the Rescue Packing Day
***MAY 25th - 5:30-7:30 pm***

1227 N. Washington Ave. Suite 112
Roots Salon is in the front; Food to the Rescue is in the back
Part of the outreach program of our church is the packing of boxes for Food to the Rescue. This program
helps to feed underprivileged children during Spring Break. There will be a variety of jobs available for all
ages and physical abilities. Masks are optional. We hope you will be able to join us!
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Save-the-Date
There will be a church picnic and Silent Auction on Sunday, May 15th, at the Family Life Center.
Please put this date on your calendar! Donation of items for the Silent Auction will be accepted
starting May 1st. You may call Alice (239-5513) or Dana (261-1565) if you have items to donate.

CPWM Spring Regional Presbytery Meeting
Our regional Spring meeting will take place on April 23rd at the New Hope CP Church in
Lebanon. Registration will begin at 8:30 with the meeting starting at 9:00. There will be light
refreshments and a lunch following the meeting ($5.00).
We will have special music and an exciting program that will be presented by Rev. Paul
Hancock about the Cumberland Presbyterian Haiti mission work and the recent trip he
had the opportunity to lead to Haiti. An offering will be taken to help support Haiti women
and children.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT for Sunday, April 10, 2022

Commitments - $11,635.00
Undesignated - $4,408.00
Other - $1,284.00
$45.00 was collected for Easter Lilies, $50.00 for altar flowers, $60.00 from Weight Watchers,
$129.00 for Wednesday Connection meals and $1000.00 for the church Uganda project.
Total Deposit - $17,327.00

Card Ministry
The Missions Ministry invites you to take a card or cards from the narthex and prepare them
for special occasions - prayer concerns/sympathy/birthdays/praises. Take your card with you
or leave it for the Missions/Outreach committee to address, stamp, and mail for you. This is a
wonderful way to express care, concern and support for others in our church.
Each week our services are broadcast online for those who are unable to join us in
person. Our services are streamed live at 8:45am every Sunday. Those services
remain online and can be watched at any time. There are two ways to view our
service online:
Facebook- http://www.facebook.com/cookevillecpc/
YouTube- https://www.youtube.com/c/CookevilleCPChurch

Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Noon Bible Study meets on Tuesdays in the Family Life Center. Tim Fournet leads
the study and all men in the church are invited/encouraged to attend.
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Children’s Lock-In a Huge Success!!!
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Sunday’s altar flowers were placed to the glory of God in celebration of Ed & Drue
Ann Huddleston’s 57 years of marriage.

Prayer Requests
Individuals: the family of Reagan Austin; Dan Hilton (hip surgery); Carol Burgess (NHC); Don Holloway
(NHC); Ed Fowler; Jenni Fowler; Wayne Sullivan (Teresa Smith’s father - recovering from Covid); Cindy
Furcean.
Cancer Treatment: Colleen Campbell (Angie Knight’s mom - cancer treatment); Jim Dixon (radiation
treatments); Carter Apple; Lynn Twitty; Evelyn Hyder; Susie Hyder (Evelyn’s daughter - breast cancer); Max
Atnip; Steven Middleton.
Assisted Living: Lynn Dunham (Signature Healthcare): Jo Gentry (Charter Senior Living); Ruth Sapp
(Heritage Pointe); Dave & Jackie Van der Cook (Charter Senior Living).

