Mid-Week Manna

A Weekly Newsletter from the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Wednesday,
March 30, 2022

From Your Minister - Christian Smith

Four weeks ago, we gathered in the sanctuary for Ash Wednesday. We placed ashes on
our foreheads as we remembered our need for salvation and our mortality. We began the
season of Lent and this season of self-examination acknowledging that we need to change
and that we need to grow in our understanding of who God is and who God desires for us
to be.
Many people make a sacrifice or add some sort of religious discipline in their lives to
remind them that they are working toward something greater than themselves during this season. Often, we
enter into the season of Lent with excitement about the possibilities that are before us. But, then the
expectations of work, family, friends, and normalcy draw us back to the status quo and away from the change
and growth that we so desperately need.
Twenty-eight days into Lent, are you still wandering in the wilderness and seeking to find closer relationship
to God, or have you forgotten scripture’s call to “press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God
has called you heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
As we approach Easter, let’s remember that just as we celebrate Christ’s victory each day, we need to strive
to continue our growth each day of Lent and strive, each day, to change into the people God desires and
needs us to be.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” - Matthew 5:9
Currently, there is a war that is taking place on the other side of the world. Families are losing their lives.
Families are fleeing from their homes. Families are hiding underground. Families are fighting to defend their
country. All of this was huge news, but has been overshadowed this week by the violence that takes place
between an actor and a comedian. As people of faith, we say proclaim that the violence is unacceptable. But,
does this make us a peacemaker?
Where and how do we work to produce peace in a world that seems to thrive on disorder? Tonight we will
discuss the work that we must do to be called children of God. Everyone is encouraged to join us in the
Foundations classroom at 6:15pm.

CHURCH WORK DAY
We will have a work day THIS SATURDAY at 8am at the church to help clean up our
building and grounds prior to Easter and Spring. Please bring your rakes, blowers, and gloves as
we work together to beautify the church facilities we love.
First Cumberland Presbyterian Church
565 E. 10th Street - Cookeville, TN 38501

931-526-6585
www.cookevillecpchurch.org
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Worship Information
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Sunday, April 3 , will be the 5 Sunday of Lent. The chancel color is purple. The scripture for the sermon is
Philippians 3:4-14. We hope that you will plan to join us at 8:45am or 11:00am as we worship God and
celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

HELP NEEDED: The Fellowship Committee is looking for volunteers to
help serve Connection meals. We need at least one more person for this
evening and a couple more people for April 6. Call Liz Fournet at 931-2608494 or Sandra Robbins at 931-526-6585 if you are willing to assist. There is
also a signup sheet on the narthex table.

Connection
Next week will be our final Wednesday evening Connection program for the Spring. We
start with dinner at 5:15 and ask that you make a reservation for dinner if you do not
already have a standing reservation. Likewise, let us know if you have a reservation and will
not be joining us. Dinner is $4.00 for adults and $3.00 for children and youth. A household
will not pay more than $12.00 for dinner. You can complete a dinner reservation online,
complete a reservation card found in the narthex, or give Sandra a call in the church office.
Reservations must be made by Tuesday morning. On the menu for next week, April 6th, is baked ziti, green
beans, breadsticks and chocolate cake.
We offer classes for all ages, including children, youth and adults. Christian is leading a six-week study on the
Beatitudes for the adult class. We hope you will join us for the evening’s activities.

Love-Joy Circle to Meet
The Love-Joy Circle will meet on Monday, April 11th, at 10:00am in the Session Room. All ladies of the
Church are invited to attend.

April 2
April 6
April 8
April 10
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17
May 15

8am - Cleanup day at the church
Final Connection for this semester
Children’s Lock-In
Palm Sunday
7pm - Maundy Thursday service
7pm - Good Friday service
Easter Egg Hunt/Party
Easter Sunday
Church Cookout and Silent Auction

Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Noon Bible Study meets on Tuesdays in the Family Life Center. Tim Fournet leads
the study and all men in the church are invited/encouraged to attend.
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Connection for Children
Holy Moly is our curriculum for children K-4 on
Wednesday evenings during Connection. Come
for dinner beginning at 5:15pm, come for our
Children’s Connection lesson (6-7pm) OR come
for both! Just Come! Tonight’s study is based on
Man Through a Roof. Our theme will be “the
friends’ persistent helping revealed Jesus’ ways of
healing.” The key verse will be Luke 5:24. Our
creative activity will center on Forgiveness All
Around - Jesus’ love and forgiveness are big
enough for everyone.

Seeking Church Volunteers

As we try to get back to some normalcy and the full
ministry of the church, we need more people to
share their knowledge, talents, and time with the
church. This survey offers you the chance to share
with us how you would like to serve and help us to
better worship and serve together. We are asking
you to follow this link (https://forms.gle/
ryVjDiGQLRLcGVXi9) and discover several ways
that you can serve the church.

Each week our services are broadcast online for those who are unable to join us in
person. Our services are streamed live at 8:45am every Sunday. Those services
remain online and can be watched at any time. There are two ways to view our
service online:
Facebook- http://www.facebook.com/cookevillecpc/
YouTube- https://www.youtube.com/c/CookevilleCPChurch

Card Ministry
The Missions Ministry invites you to take a card or cards from the Fellowship Hall and
prepare them for special occasions - prayer concerns/sympathy/birthdays/praises - while
they are fresh on your minds. Take your card with you or leave it for the Missions/
Outreach committee to address, stamp, and mail for you. This is a wonderful way to
express care, concern and support for others in our church.

Love-Joy Circle Thanks You!
So many thanks to the church congregation for the donation of scarves and stories for “Hope Scarves”. This
will be a year-round project for the Love-Joy Circle and we encourage you to continue sharing in the effort.
Contact Nancy Miller or Belinda Wynne if you have scarves and/or a story to share.
It is time to reserve your Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday. The cost for each Lily is
$15.00. You may make your reservations by completing a form found on the narthex
table or calling Sandra in the church office. Payment may be made by including your
check or cash in your form on Sunday, dropped by the church office or mailed to the
church. Orders will be taken through April 11th. Contact Sandra in the church office if
you have any questions.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT for Sunday, March 27, 2022

Commitments - $3,170.00
Undesignated - $4,528.00
Other - $573.00
$135.00 was collected for Easter Lilies, $50.00 for altar flowers, $250.00 for Recovery Kitchen and $93.00
for 03/23 Connection meals.
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Sunday’s altar flowers were placed to the glory of God and in honor of my amazing
parents, Burl and Bettye Bussell, remembering all of the celebrations we shared for
their wedding anniversary and day they gave me life. Linda Welch

Save-the-Date
There will be a church picnic and Silent Auction on Sunday, May15th, at the Family Life Center.
Please put this date on your calendar!
Donation of items for the Silent Auction will be accepted starting May 1st. You may call Alice
(239-5513) or Dana (261-1565) if you have items to donate.

CPWM Spring Regional Presbytery Meeting
Our regional Spring meeting will take place on April 23rd at the New Hope CP Church in
Lebanon. Registration will begin at 8:30 with the meeting starting at 9:00. There will be light
refreshments and a lunch following the meeting ($5.00).
We will have special music and an exciting program that will be presented by Rev. Paul
Hancock about the Cumberland Presbyterian Haiti mission work and the recent trip he
had the opportunity to lead to Haiti. An offering will be taken to help support Haiti women
and children.

Prayer Requests
Individuals: Dan Hilton (hip surgery); Carol Burgess (NHC); Don Holloway (NHC); the family of Joe Nash
(Geraldine Smith’s brother); Ed Fowler (heart procedure); Jenni Fowler (tests); Wayne Sullivan (Teresa
Smith’s father - recovering from Covid); Cindy Furcean.
Cancer Treatment: Jim Dixon (radiation treatments); Colleen Campbell (Angie Knight’s mom - cancer
treatment); Carter Apple; Lynn Twitty; Evelyn Hyder; Susie Hyder (Evelyn’s daughter - breast cancer); Max
Atnip; Steven Middleton.
Assisted Living: Lynn Dunham (Signature Healthcare): Jo Gentry (Charter Senior Living); Ruth Sapp
(Heritage Pointe); Dave & Jackie Van der Cook (Charter Senior Living).

