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We Gather for Worship 

Before the service, speak to God. During the service, let God speak to you. 

After the service, speak to one another. 
 

Announcements and Passing of the Peace  

 

Prelude  

 

Call to Worship 

Why are we looking up to heaven?  

Christ has come; Christ has risen; Christ will come again. 

Why are we looking ahead to the future?  

The Holy Spirit is among us now. We have already risen with Christ. 

Why are we afraid of death and dying?  

God’s love casts out our fear. 

Why are we afraid to follow Jesus?  

In Christ, we have the promise of new life now, eternal life to come. In Christ, we 

join our hearts to worship God, who has prepared for us to enter the reign of God. 

 

The Invocation and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn                                 “Majesty, Worship His Majesty” 

Majesty, worship his majesty; unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority flow from his throne unto his own, his anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus; magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 

Majesty, worship his majesty; Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all kings. 

 

Majesty, worship his majesty; unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 

Majesty, kingdom authority flow from his throne unto his own, his anthem raise. 

So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus; magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 

Majesty, worship his majesty; Jesus, who died, now glorified, King of all kings. 

 

 



Prayer of Confession  

God of glory: we are so busy watching the skies for signs of your presence that we 

forget to look around to see those we can serve.  We are so intent on retribution, that 

we forget the words of reconciliation you have taught to us.  We are so convinced we 

can figure out your schedule that we forget to open ourselves to the presence of your 

Spirit within us. 

Forgive us for all that we have done to others.  Fill us with the wisdom to resist evil in 

our lives and strengthen us in that faith which is given to us through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and Savior. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Beloved, do not be surprised. Our God is gracious to all, restoring us to new life. This is the 

good news which is for us, and for everyone we will meet in the days to come. Thanks be to 

God. We are forgiven.  

 

Affirmation of Faith 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 

the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the Body and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Written Word                        Acts 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself 

alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have 

heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 

that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were 

gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 



 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, amen. 

 

The Spoken Word 

 

Hymn                                     “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” 

Alleluia, sing to Jesus! his the scepter, his the throne: 

Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 

Hark! the songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood. 

Jesus, out of every nation, has redeemed us by his blood. 

 

Alleluia! not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! he is near us; faith believes nor questions how. 

Through the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er, 

shall our hearts forget his promise, “I am with you evermore”? 

 

Alleluia! heavenly High Priest, here on earth our help, our stay; 

Alleluia! hear the sinful cry to you from day to day. 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea, 

where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude 


