
Palm Sunday                                                 April 5, 2020 

 

Prelude 

Call to Worship                                                                   
Pastor:  We recognize the wilderness in the world.  
People: We trust that God is near. 
Pastor: We hold on to hope.  
People: We hold on to each other even from a distance. 
Pastor: We shout “Hosanna.” 
People: We trust that love is stronger than hate. 
Pastor: So, wherever we are, we celebrate. 
People: Wherever we are, we sing. 
Pastor: We trust that nothing can separate us from God’s love. 
People: Let us worship Holy God! 
 

Invocation (w/ The Lord’s Prayer)   

Hymn                 “All Glory, Laud and Honor” 

All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son. 
who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One! 
All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
The company of angels are praising thee on high, 
and we with all creation in chorus make reply; 
All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 
our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present: 
All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 
to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise: 
All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 



 
 
Thou didst accept their praises - accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King! 
All glory, laud and honor to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
Gracious God, 
On Sunday the city of Jerusalem cheered for you. They laid down coats and 
palms for you. They shouted “Hosanna!” and called you king. But on 
Friday they abandoned you. On Friday they yelled “Crucify him!” On 
Friday, you were in the wilderness alone. God, we want to be Palm Sunday 
Christians, but we know all too well that we also are the Good Friday crowd. 
So today we ask for forgiveness. Forgive us for the moments when we deny 
you and your message of love. Forgive us for preventing the spread of the 
gospel. Forgive us our sins.  
Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
God asks us to think like Jesus, knowing that if we do, we will discover the gifts 
we can offer, the words of hope we can share, the grace we can use to bless those 
around us. God hears our prayers, listens to our hearts, fills us with forgiveness, 
and walks with us in these moments and in all the ones to come.  Thanks be to 
God for such incredible mercy! 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the Body and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



Reading from God’s Word                                               

Matthew 21:1-11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.[a]” 4 This took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large 
crowd[b] spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 

 

The Sermon                                  Rev. Christian Smith 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
Hymn                   “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” 

Ride on, ride on in majesty!  
Hear all the tribes hosanna cry; 
O Savior meek, pursue your road with palms 
and scattered garments strowed. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, your triumphs now begin 
o’er captive death and conquered sin. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23828a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23833b


Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The host of angels in the sky 
look down with sad and wondering eyes 
to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Your last and fiercest strife is nigh. 
The Father on his sapphire throne 
awaits his own anointed Son. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die, 
bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
then take, O Christ, your power and reign. 
 

Benediction 

Postlude 

 


