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A Weekly Newsletter from the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

This Week in the Church:  February 6 - 12 
Feb 6 Connection Meal (5:15pm) Feb 10 Sunday School (9:50am) 

 Twisted Stitchers (6:00pm)  Worship (11:00am) 

 Children/Youth (6:00pm)  Sanctuary Choir (5:30pm) 

 Adult Classes (6:15pm)  Vespers (6:00pm) 
Feb 10 Worship (8:45am) Feb 12 Grief Support Group (1:00pm - FLC)

   Community Assistance (1-3pm) 

With the State of the Union happening last night, I thought it appropriate to address the church today 

and share the state of our church. Two years ago, this congregation went through a tough transition. 

After a pastor of 40 years leaves, there is naturally going to be some growing pains that take several 

years to resolve. But, this church has weathered that storm well, thus far. There have been those who 

have chosen to worship in other places, and they are deeply missed. There have also been numerous 

new faces who chose to join us for worship. While we will always have low attendance Sundays, and at 

times, months, our average attendance has remained steady over the last 2 years. Financially, we are  

doing very well. Our commitments for 2019 have exceeded previous years. Most exciting to me is the 

fact that our Wednesday Connection crowd continues to grow. While attendance numbers and money 

are important, seeing people interested in spiritual growth is much more important than almost any 

number. Finally, a couple of numbers that are important would be the numbers 5 and 15. That is the 

number of professions of faith and new members that we have see over the last 2 years. The state of 

our church is great and we praise God for that and I offer you my sincere appreciation for your work 

and efforts for the ministry of this church to each other and the community. 

Stewardship Report - February 3, 2019 
 

Sunday School - 103 
8:45am Worship - 106 
11:00am - 92 
Total in Worship - 198 
 

This week we received $50.00 for flowers, $1,200 for assistance, $1,080 for the camp budget line, and $75 for 
the Presbyterian Student Association. 

Commitments - $8,705.00 
Undesignated Giving - $815.00 
Other - $2,405.00 
Total Offering - $11,925.00 

Statements of Giving Ready 
If you asked Lee Webb to keep a record of your giving for 2018, those statements are ready to be picked up 

on the narthex table. If you have questions, see or call Sandra in the church office. 
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Volunteers this Week 
 

Acolytes - 8:45  Elisabeth Hudson 11:00 - Maggie Smith 
Nursery - 8:45  Cindy Verble 11:00 - Tracy Sparks 
Greeter - 8:45  Brenda Johnson  
Sound System - Mike Davidson, Mark McKinley Service Elders - Carroll Gotcher & Bob Myracle 

                                               SUNDAY IN WORSHIP 
Sunday, February 10th, will be the 5th Sunday after Epiphany. The chancel color is green. Our scripture will 

be 1 Corinthians 15:1-11. The sermon for Sunday is titled, “Christ Still Appears to Us.” Please plan to join us 

in worshipping God. 

GRIEF SHARE CLASSES 
There is still time - one meeting remains in the GriefShare series! When someone special to us dies, we are left 
with a big empty space in our hearts and lives. This support group is comprised of people who have walked 
where you are walking, who are compassionate and understand many of the feelings you are experiencing. 
Grief Support will walk with you on the long path to recovery. You will find a warm and caring environment, 
an oasis as you continue grieving. Meetings are open to anyone, not just church members. We would love to 
have you join us and you might even find a muffin and some coffee. There is more information available on 
the narthex table and if you have questions, feel free to call 931.252.5077 or 502.777.0685. Let’s not keep this 
ministry a secret. Spread the word to those who might benefit from being a part of this group. We remind 
again that this next Tuesday will be the final meeting for this GriefShare series. 

We offer our thanks to the Sanctuary Choir for leading us in special music this 
week.   We also thank David Huddleston and Maggie Smith for volunteering to help 
us with the PowerPoint during the services. 

2019 Commitment Cards 
We want to thank all of you who have turned in your 2019 Commitment Cards. If you have not yet returned 

your commitment card, please do so soon. By turning in your card, we know to keep a record of your giving. 

More importantly, by turning in your card, you make a pledge to help this church continue its ministry of     

service to others. 

Food for PSA Bible Study 
February is one of our church's months to provide meals for the PSA Bible Study on Tuesday nights. 
There is a signup sheet in the narthex if you would like to provide part or all of a meal for these        
students any week during February. We also need people to sign up to help deliver these meals.  

SONSHINE CIRCLE TO MEET 
Members of the Sonshine Circle will meet on Tuesday, February 12, at 10:00am in the Family Life Center. 

Please remember to bring items for the shut-ins’ Valentine’s Day gift bags. See you there! 

                 JOY Club 
Members of the JOY Club! You are invited to join us for brunch and fellowship in the Family 
Life Center on February 28 from 10:00am-1:00pm. On the menu: fruit, quiche, hashbrown  
casserole, sausage and cinnamon rolls. We will go over the 2019 Calendar. The cost is $10 and 
a sign up sheet is available on the narthex table. All are welcome, regardless of age! 
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Worship Assistance 
 

Please prayerfully consider helping the church to provide a valuable worship experience for  
everyone. We need people to serve as liturgists during morning worship. You will be asked to 
read liturgy and to say one prayer. A signup sheet is on the narthex table. 
 

We also need people who have some experience with PowerPoint to help the church run video 
for morning worship. Please let Christian know if you are willing to assist. 

MISSION NEWS 
 

 Our church has become a           collection point for the Jammin’ 
at HIPPIE JACK’S program.       Hippie Jack’s delivers food to the 
poorest regions of the Upper Cumberland. You will hear    
public service announce- ments on the radio. Donations 
will be accepted from the community Tuesday through   
Friday of each week at the church. Let your friends and co-
workers know. 

 

 We are still collecting QUARTERS. The quarters are being used to make laundry packs to pro-
vide those in need with detergent and quarters to do a load of laundry at a laundromat. We 
have made and distributed about 100 of these in the last six months. 

 

 Twisted Stitcher's goal is to have a couple of finished and tagged PRAYER SHAWLS on the 
desk in the session room at all times. Please help our ministry by getting them to anyone who 
could benefit from prayers and the love of Christ. If you would, indicate on the list who the 
blanket went to and help us cover everyone. Thank you. 

Connection Activities 
Connection offers our congregation and visitors an array of activities on Wednesday         
evenings. We start with dinner at 5:15pm and this evening’s meal will include cheesy        
chicken spaghetti, niblet corn, lima beans, French bread and dessert. We do ask that you 
make a reservation by 10am on Tuesday so that we may prepare for the appropriate         
number of guests. Cost for the meal is $4/adult and $3/youth & children. No family pays 
more than $12 for the meal. 
Following the meal is an opportunity for knitters called the Twisted Stitchers; they will meet at 6 in the       
Session Room. Youth and children will meet at 6 as well, and all adults are encouraged to attend one of two 
adult studies at 6:15. Christian will lead a study to include a discussion focusing on some of the difficult and 
misused passages of scripture. Topics such as biblical support of slavery and prostitution will be discussed, as 
well as how organizations such as the KKK use scripture to support their cause. Leanne will lead a study on 
becoming loved in a world full of setbacks and difficult people based on the book Everybody, Always by Bob 
Goff. During this study we will share stories and struggles with the hope of creating a life where all people 
experience the love of Christ through us.  

The Love-Joy Circle will meet at 10am on Monday, February 11, in the Session Room.  Just a reminder to 

bring Valentine Cards for our shut-ins, items that are needed for the Child Advocacy Center (Clorox /Lysol 

wipes, plastic spoons, knives and forks, peanut butter/crackers, Capri Suns juice boxes, fruit snacks), and 

cardboard tubes for the Nursery School.  We are looking forward to seeing everyone there and, as always, 

we would love to have any woman of the church to come and join with us. 
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The 2019 Flower Calendar has been posted in the narthex. Please write your name in the       

appropriate space if you would like to provide flowers for the altar at some point in the year. 

Linda Welch will contact you the week during which you are donating flowers to get your       

dedication and a description of the type of flowers you would like. The cost of flowers is 

$50.00. You may drop a check by the church office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday. 

Today’s altar flowers are placed to the glory of God in honor of Sandra Robbins 
and Christy Huddleston for all the beautiful blessings they share with us by the 
Gotcher family. 

A Request from Lee Webb, Depositing Treasurer 
The last week in January, my computer crashed (it’s since been replaced). All the stewardship files through 

the 3rd Sunday in January were backed up, however, without thinking I deposited the checks that were placed 

in the offering the last week in January (27th) without first making a list of them to enter into the file once I 
replaced my computer. If you requested to have a record of your contributions by submitting a commitment 

card and wrote a check for the January 27th offering, please inform me of the amount, so I can properly  

credit your account. I may be reached by phone/text are 260-5239 or email at webbfamily@frontiernet.net. I 

sincerely apologize for my oversight and any inconvenience it might cause. Thank you! 

A note of thanks to our dear church family for the prayers, love, many cards and phone calls 
during our recent illness. We are so blessed to be a part of the Cookeville First Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church.                  Claudine & James Lacy 

Faith’s Closet 
Soul Sisters is sponsoring a clothing drive for Prescott Middle School Clothes Closet. If you would like to 

contribute, please place in your donations in the box in the Fellowship Hall. The following items are needed: 
 

Deodorant Girl’s underwear size 12-16 Women’s underwear size S-XXL  

Socks Boy’s underwear size 12-16 Men’s underwear size S-XXL  

Gym shorts size S-XXL 
 

Thanks for your help! 

Adopt-a-College-Student Thanks 
Thank you so much to those that signed up to be a blessing to our college students. If you did not receive 

your information last week, please see Cindy Putz or Alice Peek. For those that didn’t have an opportunity 

to sign up, we invite you to take part by simply praying for all our students. 



 

 

 

The family of Ervin Greenwell 

                                     (Sandy Byrne’s father) 

The family of Mary Allene Bohannon 

          (Freeman Smith’s sister) 

Dave Coffey (cancer) 

Don Shockley (Signature Healthcare) 

Betty Benedict (eye problems) 

Maxey Barlow (Mike’s mother) 

Brenda Savage (friend of Liz Fournet) 

Ella Haynes (testing) 

Charles McCaskey 

Joyce Greenwell (Sandy Byrne’s mother) 

Lynn Dunham (broken ankle - rehab) 

Frankie Dickerson (broken shoulder) 

Leo DePriest 

Ken Smith (Bill Byer’s brother-in-law) 

Zach Fowler and Jenni Steel 

Jessica Rector Clark (surgery) 

Jerry Robbins (tests) 

Sue Myracle (home) 

Ginny Liebsch  

Bob Hill (surgery) 

Wilma Diemer (hip replacement) 

Pat Brumfield (eyesight failing) 

 

 

 

Joan Errick 

Levi Rector 

Ethan Morgan 

Jackie Van der Cook  

Robert Buck (James Maggart’s uncle - broken hip) 

Johnny Dunn (Evon Maggart’s brother - COPD) 

Walter Plyter (Assisted Living) 

Cindy Furcean  

Clay Vanhooser  

Devonia McGee  

Jeremy Germinis (cancer)  

Randy Marshall (bone cancer - son-in-law of Joy Rachor) 

Byron Fournet (cancer ) 

Nancy Dixon (pancreatic cancer) 

Melissa Daniel Crannigan (cancer) 

Max Atnip (cancer) 

Mel Brown (cancer) 

Steven Middleton (cancer) 

Bob Fowler (Signature) 

Anne McDonald, Phyllis Julian and Rita Pickard, Charlene             

                   Huddleston  (Cedar Hills) 

Unnamed prayer requests                          

Those in the military and their families 

Prayer Requests . . . 

Page 5       Mid-Week Manna 


